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Read This If You Want To Take Great Photographs Of People is an inspiring book of conceptual

starting points and invaluable technical tips for anyone, novice or professional, who wants to take

top-notch pictures of people. The book distills portrait photography into seven subject areas,

including "Composition," "The Gaze," and "The Street," and features beautiful, startling, and

inspirational photographs in each category. Readers are given practical insights into the ideas and

techniques of a wide range of historical and contemporary masters so they can put it all into practice

themselves. Scattered throughout the book are "technical tangents" packed with invaluable practical

guidance for basic lighting set-ups, equipment, camera modes and more. Also included is definitive

advice from a lawyer on your legal rights when taking pictures of people.
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Any review of this book would have to start out by stating that the format of this book is the same as

its predecessor â€œRead this if you want to take great photographsâ€•. It is short, at about 125

pages in length. There is a page of text followed, on the opposite page, by a photograph illustrating

the point or theme discussed (i.e., color, lighting, angle, etc.). Hence if someone is looking for a

lengthy academic tome on photographing people this is not the book. Then again, this book is not

intended as such. It is intended as an introduction to people photography for those who have at

least an understanding of the basics of photography. The author explicitly states this in the

introduction (p. 7). He writes â€œa little technical knowledge is important too and Iâ€™m going to

assume you know some fundamentals like the difference between shutter speed and aperture,

leading lines and the rule of thirdsâ€•. For those who do not have at least this basic background this



book would prove a waste of time. For those who are experienced in the fields (i.e., intermediate or

above in terms of skill) this book would probably be too basic, even as an introduction to the subject.

The book is really geared to the beginner photographer who has just mastered the basics.The book

covers most of the basics covered of the subject. These include camera angles, the use of color

and B&W, lighting, etc. One technical aspect it should cover but does not is depth of field as it

relates specifically to portraiture photography. Ironically it has a few pages on depth of field but not

specifically on how it is used in photographing people. Another weakness with the book is that it

does not cover well the interaction between photographer and subject.
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